292         THE  CHEVALIEB, D'EON DE BEA.TJMONT.

de Beaumont,1 Archbishop of Paris, Madame Louise 2
having greatly interested herself in his belialf. On tlie
morning of October 21, 1777, the Feast of St. "Ursula,
Mademoiselle D'Eon having been deprived, by order of
the King, of all her male attire, was clothed by Made-
moiselle Bertin in her new female habiliments, with the
injunction never to lay them aside, but to wear them
to the end of her days. She was anointed 'with fragrant
perfumes, her hair was curled, and a magnificent head-
dress put on her; her gown, petticoats, and stockings
were of the richest materials, and she was adorned with
bracelets, a necklace, earrings, and rings. At the
moment of her transformation, apparelled like a bride
for her bridegroom, she excelled the Queen of Sheba
herself, in all her glory. In this quality she was
presented at Court, and there compelled to remain two
years, that she might become moulded into her new
condition.

c I cannot express my repugnance, my grief, my pain> my
troubled state, my vexation, and my shame, at having to appear
thus publicly at Court in the dress and position of a female ; but
the King's council considered such a change indispensable. . . .
"What appeared to some as extraordinary and degrading in an
old chevalier of Saint Louis, appeared to others as raost natural,
reasonable, and noble, and the refrain of the ladles at Court to
the chevaliers of Saint Louis was to this effect : " Since your
Chevalier D'Eon is a female, it is hut right she should dress as
one, and we wish it for our glory."

< My first duty on resuming female attire was to communi-
cate' in the chapel of the Virgin behind the choir of the cathedral
at Paris; then at that of St. Sulpitius, where I had been con-
firmed and had taken the name of Mary, and -where I liad also

1  This was tlie'prelate who supported the cure* of Saint-Sulpice in his
refusal to inter the remains of Voltaire.

2  Marie Louise, daughter of Louis XV., was received into tlie Convent of
St. Denis..eakness of that sex which
